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Music community comes together to help songwriter battle cancer

Feb. 2 benefit for Lorna Flowers will feature hits galore, auction

NASHVILLE, Jan. 15 – During one of her first live performances in Nashville, a deadpan Lorna Flowers told a writers night audience that she had moved to Music City from London because she’d “heard there was a songwriter shortage here.”

The British transplant’s droll, often self-effacing sense of humor and effervescent personality – as well as her knack for writing great songs – have served her well during the 3½  years she’s lived in Music City, and earned her the love and respect of an impressive number of industry heavyweights. Many of them will perform at a special songwriters benefit concert and auction for Flowers, who is battling cancer and has no insurance. The show takes place Saturday, Feb. 2, from 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. at the Commodore Sports Bar & Grill in the Holiday Inn Select, 2613 West End Ave., 327-4707. There is no cover charge.
“The music community comes together to take care of its own,” said Debi Champion, the popular singer-songwriter and writers night host who is organizing the benefit. “It’s not just the performers – it’s also the people who are donating items for auction, as well as the people who are donating their time to make this event a success. It’s all a reflection of their love for Lorna.”

Showing their love for Lorna on Feb. 2 will be some of the hottest country songwriters in the business, as well as rock royalty in Bob Welch, the former Fleetwood Mac member who also had a successful solo career. Among the hit songwriters scheduled to perform are Rivers Rutherford (“When I Get to Where I’m Going”), Tony Lane (“Letters From Home”), David Lee (“19 Somethin’”), Benita Hill (“Two Pina Coladas”), Don Wayne (“Saginaw, Michigan”), Joie Scott (“Not That Different”), Brian White (“Watching You”), James Slater (“In My Daughter’s Eyes”), Pam Belford (“If I Know Me”), Dan Demay (“If Something Should Happen”), Jon Robbin (“I Breathe In, I Breathe Out”), Sara Light and Arlos Smith (“Home to You”).

Other scheduled performers include Danny Arena, Kirsti Manna, Corey Batten, Benita Hill, Mark Stephen Jones, Trent Jeffcoat, Allen Haynes, Karen Keeley, Brian Karr, Rick Stewart, Bill Dee, Julie Forester, Rebecca Hosking, Eddie Heinzelman, Curtis Smith, Craig Winquist, Mike Willis, Dave Kinman, Hart Steen, Mike Taplinger, Queenie Mullinix, Jonathan Wells, Meghan Kabir and Tom Templeman.
There’s no cover charge, but come prepared to spend some money for a truly worthwhile cause. A silent auction will offer music equipment and instruments, a Music Row mailbox, recording time and other music-related services, CDs, artwork and autographed items.
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